
Check out our website at www.jaredanddominique.wordpress.com 

Ministry Partners,
    One of the things I’ve 
been thinking more about 
this month, is how I can 
bless others. I haven’t acted 
upon it much, but I have 
been wrestling with the idea 
of what it would look like to 
live purposely helping 
people tangibly with their 
problems. Doing things 
consistently that bring smiles 
to people’s faces like 
surprising someone with a 
gift or helping to relieve a 
debt, or being present with 
someone in in a time of 
need. 

     To do this would of 
course, cost time and money 
but wouldn’t it be worth it, if I 
bless another’s life? 
Perhaps sacrifice is the key 
to receiving life. 

     Rayshon and I had an 
opportunity this month that 
came at an unexpected time 
and unbeknownst to us the 
unexpected can be the very 
plan of God. As you all know, 
Rayshon has been preparing 
to go on a summer project 
with the Impact Movement in 
New Orleans. (By the way, 
thanks for praying with us 
about this. He’s there now 

and having a great time with 
the other young men.) 
Rayshon was responsible for 
raising $2000 to cover the 
expenses. Usually for trips 
like this a majority of the 
needed funds comes from 
family, but in his case, (as 
well as the case of many 
inner city students) his family 
wasn’t going to be able to 
cover those expenses. So, I 
thought it would be a good 
idea for him to go back to 
the high school, where I was 
his teacher, and ask his 
former teachers to help out.  
     As we were going down 
the hallways passing out 
support letters, one of his 
former teachers was excited 
to see what Rayshon was 
raising money for, as well as 
his decision to make Jesus 
his Lord. This teacher invited 
us into his classroom to talk 
to his students. I looked at 
the clock and saw that we 
had about 30 minutes before 
we would have to leave the 
school. I assessed that 
Rayshon still had at least 15 
letters in his hand, so at first 
I was hesitant. We had to 
get the rest of the letters out 
and we wouldn’t have the 
time to, if we accepted. This 
was a very unexpected 
request, but an awesome 
opportunity to have Rayshon 
share his story with others. 
So trusting the Lord to raise 
the support, we accepted. 
    We went into the 
classroom and the teacher 
introduced us. I spoke a little 

bit then turned the floor over 
to Rayshon. He talked for 
about 20 minutes covering 
his experience as a 
freshman in college as well 
as his personal testimony. 
Then the teacher gave us 
the opportunity to share the 
Gospel message with the 
students. The bell rang and 
he requested that we stay 
the rest of the day to to keep 
sharing, but we had to get 
Rayshon back to take a final 
exam. This experience was 
only a reminder of the 
incredible desire for the 
message of God to be 
proclaimed in schools.   
     This very unexpected 
interruption cost us the time 
we needed to pass out all 
the letters we intended, but 
in return we got to present to 
them the hope of this world, 
Jesus Christ. There is such 
joy in knowing God used us 
to bless others and that joy 
is a part of the abundant life 
Jesus said he came to give. 
    Thank you so much for 
sacrificing your time and 
money, so that we can serve 
the Lord here in Atlanta. Our 
prayer is that you will 
experience the joy that 
comes from laying down 
your rights for the delight of 
being used by God. 
P.S. We got to go back to 
that school again and shared 
in three other classrooms. 
Praise the Lord!

Prayer Requests

• Pray for Josiah’s 
growth and 
development.  

• Pray for the Lord to 
continue to shape our 
ministry vision.

• Pray for our oneness 
in marriage.

• Pray for Rayshon’s 
Summer mission Trip.

• Pray for Rayshons 
friend Dorian’s 
Discipleship.

• Pray for the direction 
and wisdom in buying a 
house. 

• Pray for us to finish 
raising support.

We are currently at 
79% of the new goal. 

Please email any prayer 
request to:

jared.dawson@
studentventure.com

Our address is:
8884 Long Beach Cir 

Atlanta, GA 30350
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If you try to hang on 
to your life, you will 
lose it. But if you give 
up your life for my 
sake and for the sake 
of the Good News, 
you will save it.
                   Mark 8:35

BLESSING OTHERS AS A WAY OF LIFE

An Unexpected 
Interruption
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