
Ministry Partners, 

     This past month proved to 

be one of challenge and growth.  

Last month I started a new 

method of studying the bible 

after observing Dominque be-

gin a month prior.  This past 

month we studied the book of 

Philippians together and it has 

been tremendously challenging 

to say the least.  God continues 

to bless us as we act on what 

we have learned.  Substitute 

teaching has definitely had its 

rewards and with much to tell I 

pause with some awesome 

news on how God is leading 

my next steps.   

     Reading Philippians I could 

tell Paul had an amazing joy.  

There he was in prison and his 

contentment radiated through 

the text.  Jesus Christ was key 

in his joy.  He had allowed 

Jesus to become everything he 

needed.  Resting on God’s 

promise that He would supply 

every need from His glorious 

riches, Paul was free from wor-

rying about providing food, 

clothing, and shelter for him-

self.   

     He knew as long as he was 

doing what God desired for 

Him to do, God would give him 

everything he needed.  Whether 

he went hungry or was well feed, 

he knew God would keep him 

alive to fulfill His purpose.  Paul 

was able to have this level of 

contentment because He was 

completely dependent upon God 

for everything.   

     I’m challenged by Paul.  I 

have needs to be met.  Not neces-

sarily essentials but bills that 

need to get paid.  I realized that 

I’m tagged between two occupa-

tions, raising support for full time 

ministry and substitute teaching.            

My work in the schools has been 

great and I enjoy working with 

the students.  It allows me to pay 

my bills and I’m being sus-

tained by God.  However, my 

number one priority should be 

in raising my support.  If I stop 

teaching I will have to com-

pletely depend on God to bring 

the support I need.   

     Jumping off this cliff should 

be easy, but it’s hard.  How-

ever, I think I may be trying to 

provide for myself and going 

outside of my primary call to 

meet my needs.  I’m challenged 

to trust God to provide.  Please 

pray for me in this decision.  I’m 

excited to keep you updated with 

how it all plays out over the next 

few weeks. 

     As much as I’m going to miss 

helping students, like the ener-

getic sixth grader Jhaneal who 

asked me to show her how to find 

chapters and verses in the bible, 

leaving substitute teaching is a 

step I believe God wants me to 

take.  Jhaneal was so excited she 

asked to borrow my bible for the 

day.   

     One of my most exciting days 

this month was just this past Mon-

day.  It was my last day to work 

as a committed substitute, so I 

went with a mission.  I shared the 

Gospel with just about every 

class.  By the time 5th period 

rolled around I was met at the 

door before class began by a 

young lady named Sabrina.   

     “So we all know you love to 

talk about God.  I have a ques-

tion,” she said.  “Shoot?”  “What 

if a person wants to give their life 

to Christ but they’re not ready?”  I 

was so pleased to hear her ques-

tion!  For many reasons but out-

shining any other was that she had 

a genuine question about having a 

personal relationship with God.  

Genuine questions usually 

mean there is a soft vulner-

able heart listening.   

     I smiled and said some-

thing along the lines of 

“when God makes His home 

in your heart, your desire will 

be to please Him.  You don’t 

have to be ready, you just 

have to desire Him.”  Of 

course this led to more ques-

tions and scripture references 

but Sabrina’s genuine heart 

made my day.  She reminded 

me how ready the young 

heart is for God.       
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Grace Report 

 Pray for the students in Pike 

Township.  Pray that the 

seeds planted will be watered 

and that they would develop 

a thirst for His word.   

 Pray for the preparation of 

the hearts and minds of the 

students in Atlanta who God 

will touch thru this ministry.   

 Pray for me and Dominque’s  

engagement and that we 

would continue to honor the 

Lord.   

 Pray that He would raise up 

more ministry partners. 

 Pray for our wedding plans 

 Going to the Deep End 

 A Genuine Heart 
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I know what it is to be in need, 

and I know what it is to have 

plenty. I have learned the se-

cret of being content in any 

and every situation, whether 

well fed or hungry, whether 

living in plenty or in want. 

Philippians 4:12 

TO GIVE: Mail checks to me 

made payable to “Student Venture”  

at:  

6653 Crestwell Ln.  

Indianapolis, IN 46268 

or  

ONLINE: 

www.give.ccci.org/give/0623200 

A Genuine Heart 

If you have any prayer request please email 

them to us at  

jared.dawson@studentventure.com  


