
Ministry Partners, 

     This past month as has been 

full of blessings.  As you know 

last month I made the decision 

to stop substitute teaching.  It 

had become a crutch and I was 

not fully trusting in God’s abil-

ity to provide.  That hindered 

my faith from growing and 

since I have stepped out and 

trusted that He would supply, 

as He always does, He has 

proven faithful. 

     Even though I came out of 

the classroom, I was still ac-

tively sharing my faith.  God 

has been challenging me in the 

area of courage.  As natural as 

it is for me to share with teens, 

it’s not so easy for me when it 

comes to adults.  As scary as it 

was, God lead me to share with 

several older people and even 

had me call out areas of sin in 

others lives.  They were all 

great experiences and I have 

grown in faith because of it.  

However, the conversation that 

is dearest to my heart came 

about with one of my students, 

Danny, from Atlanta. 

    Last week, he connected 

with me on Facebook.  He had 

several things on his mind he 

wanted to discuss.  However, 

no matter what I said to him 

there would be no profit unless 

he could see his circumstances 

under a different lens, that lens 

being through the cross of 

Christ.  So we discussed what 

Jesus did for us when He died 

on the cross. 

     He told me he had stopped 

associating with a few of the 

friends he made late last year.  He 

proceeded to say he had a desire 

to be successful and his friends 

just weren’t helping him to do 

that.  Then he said, “God has 

given me a second chance and 

I’m going to do better.”  At this 

point I couldn’t help myself.  I 

was now going to be intentional 

about sharing the truth of Jesus 

Christ with him. 

     So I asked him, “why do 

you deserve a second chance 

from God?”  He responded 

saying something along the 

lines of God forgave him and 

that he’s a good person trying to 

do better.  So then I asked him 

another question, “if you were a 

judge and I raped your daughter, 

would you let me go?”  He 

thought about it for a minute and 

answered, “I wouldn’t want to 

but I would.”  I then responded 

with a statement something like 

“it doesn’t work that way.  God is 

just and it would be against his 

nature to just let me go free.  

Because of who He is, He would 

have to sentence me accord-

ingly.”  He didn’t understand so I 

asked if I could call Him and this 

lead to about a two hour discus-

sion. 

     In that discussion we talked 

about everything from Adam and 

Eve’s sin in the Garden and it’s 

resulting spiritual death to eternal 

life in Christ.  Romans 3:23 and 

Romans 6:23 were the basis of 

our conversation.  He learned 

how we were all pronounced 

dead when they ate from the tree.  

All of man was sentenced to 

death, represented by the expul-

sion from the Garden of Eden 

which is symbolic of the presence 

of God. 

      Jesus came to restore the life 

which was lost in the Garden of 

Eden.  He came to bring us back 

into the presence of God.  God is 

a righteous judge who could not 

just overlook the laws we had 

broken.  By his very nature, He 

had to sentence us all to death.  

Jesus came and sacrificed himself 

and served our sentence so we 

wouldn’t have to.  We concluded 

with a powerful video on the 

internet.  He didn’t make a deci-

sion to serve Christ, but a 

seed was planted.   

     I really enjoyed sharing 

with him.  I was reenergized 

by this experience and ex-

cited about the mission God 

has laid before us.  Domin-

que and I have some pressing 

decisions to make very soon.  

Please be in prayer for us as 

we decide where we will live 

for the remainder of this sea-

son in Indianapolis and our 

timing in moving to Atlanta.  

Pray that we would be ushered 

into the presence of God and an 

increased sensitivity to the leading 

of His Spirit. 
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 Pray for Danny’s heart.  

Pray that the seed would be 

watered and bring forth 

fruit.   

 Pray for the preparation of 

the hearts and minds of the 

students in Atlanta who God 

will touch thru this ministry.   

 Pray for me and Dominque’s  

engagement and that we 

would continue to honor the 

Lord.   

 Pray that He would raise up 

more ministry partners. 

 Pray for the decisions we are 

making and our submission 

to the leading of the Spirit. 
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And my God will meet all your 

needs according to his glorious 

riches in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19 

TO GIVE: Mail checks to me 

made payable to “Student Venture”  

at:  

6653 Crestwell Ln.  

Indianapolis, IN 46268 

or  

ONLINE: 

www.give.ccci.org/give/0623200 

A Seed Planted 

If you have any prayer request please email 

them to us at  

jared.dawson@studentventure.com  

Danny catching the Marta 


